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	EUROPEAN UNION

DELEGATION TO GEORGIA




EU Programming mission MIP 2021-27 and AAP 2021
9-10 February 2021, virtual through Webex
Tusday, 9 February 2021

13:30-14:30
Kick-off meeting: opening by HoD Hartzell and MFA First Deputy Makharoblishvili
GE:

· Ministry of Foreign Affairs – MFA
· Administration of the Government – AoG
· Ministry of Finance – MF
· Ministry of Justice - MJ
· Ministry of Environment Protection and Agriculture – MEPA
· Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development – MESD
· Ministry of Regional Development and Infrastructure – MRDI
· Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and Sport – MESCS
· Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia – MoIDPLHS
· Ministry of Internal Affairs – MIA
· Ministry of Defence – MoD
· State Minister Office of Reconciliation and Civil Equality - SMR
EEAS: RT/DD, CB, SvB, FC

NEAR: MB, NC, MH, LT, MF

EU Delegation: CH, ASR, SB, EK, CG, DP, AD, YG, CM

14:45-15:15
Bilateral meeting with Ministry of Finance – to discuss economic governance and possible future assistance modalities (budget support, projects, guarantees under EFSD+)
Co-chaired by MB and Deputy Nikoloz Gagua
GE: MFA
EEAS: RT/DD, CB, SvB, FC

NEAR: MB/NC, MH/LT/MF, LOV

EU Delegation: EK, SB/CG, DP, AD, CM

15:30-17:00
MIP thematic meeting on economy: 

· Inclusive economic, business and trade development across key sectors of the economy (agriculture, industry, services), with a focus on the full implementation of the DCFTA, on support to SMEs, including in rural areas, and on stimulating consumer protection and women economic empowerment;

· Strengthened connectivity (transport, energy and digital), promoting green solutions and road safety; 

· Better quality and more international education for all, better skills for jobs;

· Increased research and innovation opportunities. 

Guiding questions for discussion:

· What are the lessons learned from past programmes? 

· Which new priority programmes/projects do you want to develop going forward?

· Which investment projects would you prioritise and in which areas? Do you envisage large-scale infrastructure projects to improve Georgia’s connections, both internal and with the EU?

· In which areas related to economic development do you see an added value of EU involvement?
Co-chaired by MB and MESD

GE: MRDI, MESD, MESCS, MEPA, MFA
EEAS: RT, DD/CB/SvB/FC

NEAR: MH/LT/MF, LOV

EU Delegation: EK, SB/CG, DP, CM

EIB: MC
in parallel
MIP thematic meeting on environment and climate: 

· Progressive decarbonisation of the economy through active measures;

· Environment and health with a focus on air and water pollution, as well as support to strengthen the healthcare system to make it more resilient to external shocks such as pandemics;

· Sustainable use of natural resources, including circular economy, forests and biodiversity. 

Guiding questions for discussion:

· What are the lessons learned from past programmes (e.g. EU4Climate, EU4Environment) and investments (e.g. waste management)?

· Which new priorities do you want to develop to foster Georgia’s green transition?

· Which investment projects do you foresee to improve the sustainability of transport, air and water quality and waste management?

· Where do you see potential for EU involvement in this sector?

Co-chaired by NC and MEPA 

GE: MEPA, MESD, MRDI, MoIDPLHS, MFA + agencies
EEAS: RT/DD, CB/SvB/FC

NEAR: NC, MH/LT/MF

EU Delegation: SB/CG, AD

EIB: MC
17:15-18:45
MIP thematic meeting on Rule of Law and security: 

· Rule of Law and accountable institutions: justice sector reform, including ensuring trust, transparency, independence and accountability of the judiciary; prisons; increased anti-corruption efforts;

· Security and hybrid threats including peaceful conflict resolution, but also energy security, cybersecurity and fighting disinformation.

Guiding questions for discussion:

· What areas/concrete actions do you see as priority for future EU-GE cooperation in these domains?

· What are the lessons learned from the support provided to justice sector institutions under the Judiciary technical assistance project (2016 –2021) and the EU-Council of Europe Judicial Project? Have the right actors been accessed and identified in terms of our efforts so far and are there outstanding challenges in terms of ensuring that reform efforts reach all including the highest levels? 

· What initiatives/projects do you envisage to increase public trust in the justice sector, (as a follow-up to the results of the Justice survey)? How can we support these efforts? 

· Where do you see EU added value in terms of provision of assistance?

· Do you foresee supporting recent proposals to establish an independent anti-corruption agency? (if so) How could the EU support these efforts?

· When will you start preparations for the new Judiciary Strategy and Action Plan post 2021? How can we support? 

· In the area of hybrid threats, cybersecurity and disinformation, what areas would you see as possible domains for future cooperation with the EU, possibly building on current activities?

Co-chaired by RT and MFA/MJ

GE: MFA, MJ, AoG, MIA, SSSG, Digital Agency, SMR, HCoJ, NSC, POG, MoD, SIS

EEAS: RT, CB/SvB/FC

NEAR: NC, MH/LT/MF

EU Delegation: ASR/EK, CG, YG, CM
in parallel
MIP thematic meeting on digital: 

· Digital infrastructure enhancement;

· E-governance and services, particularly e-health and e-learning; 

· Digital economy, with a focus on digital skills and the development of creative industries and social enterprises.

Guiding questions for discussion:

· What are the lessons learned from past programmes – e.g. EU4Digital? 

· Which new priority programmes/projects do you want to develop going forward in the area of digitalisation?

· Which investment projects do you already have foreseen to improve digital infrastructure? Do you foresee any investments to improve digital connectivity in the South Caucasus and/or across the Black Sea?

· In which areas related to digitalisation do you see an added value of EU involvement?

Co-chaired by MB and MESD 

GE: MESD, MRDI, MESCS, MEPA, AoG, MFA + agencies

EEAS: RT/CB/SvB/FC

NEAR: MB, MH/LT/MF

EU Delegation: EK, SB, DP, CM

EIB: MC 
Wednesday 10 February 2021
12:30-13:30
Meeting on AAP 2021 (EU4 Smart Economic Development; EU Green Connectivity Programme for Georgia; Support to the Implementation of the EU-Georgia Association Agreement - TCF IV)

Co-chaired by MB and MFA

GE: MEPA, MESD, MRDI, AoG, MFA + agencies

NEAR: MB, NC, MH/LT/MF

EU Delegation: SB, CG, CM, YG, AD, DP

14:00-15:30
MIP thematic meeting on society: 
· Democracy consolidation: electoral reform, support to human rights, to civil society and to a healthy media environment;

· Public administration and economic governance reform, balanced territorial development: support to the decentralisation process, and public finance reform;  

· Securing mobility: visa-free regime, circular/labour migration.
Guiding questions for discussion:

· What are the lessons learned from past programmes? 

· In which areas would you like to see more cooperation with the EU?

· How can the EU support democratic consolidation in Georgia, to counter the strong polarisation in the Georgian society and media?

· How can the EU help to improve public administration and economic governance reform?

· What are your priorities/plans to further enhance balanced territorial development? Which investment projects (soft or hard infrastructure) do you consider important for regional development? 

· Once normal travelling is resumed and Georgian citizens travel to Schengen area, do you envisage any actions to tackle the high number of unfounded asylum applications by Georgian citizens, which would require our support through projects? 

· How can the EU support the rights of LGBTI persons or persons belonging to minorities and building a more tolerant environment for co-existence?

· How can the EU concretely support Georgia in addressing challenges to ensure the full enjoyment of women’s rights and rights of the child? 

Co-chaired by RT and MFA/MRDI

GE: MFA, MRDI, MESD, MJ, PSDA, CSB, AoG, MF, HR Adviser

EEAS: RT, CB/SvB/FC

NEAR: MB, NC, MH/LT/MF

EU Delegation: ASR/EK, SB, CG, CM, YG
Representatives from the EU Side
EEAS: 

1. Mr Richard TIBBELS (RT) - Head of Division, EURCA.EAST.2 - Eastern Partnership bilateral relations

2. Ms Dorota DLOUCHY (DD) – Deputy Head of Division

3. Ms Ciara O'BRIEN (CB) - Team Leader for Relations with the Republic of Moldova and Georgia

4. Ms Sofie VAN BERGEN (SvB) - Desk Officer for Relations with Georgia

5. Ms Francesca CARDONA (FC) - Desk Officer for Relations with Georgia

NEAR: 

6. Mr Mathieu BOUSQUET (MB) - Head of Unit, NEAR C1: Georgia & Moldova
7. Mr Nicholas CENDROWICZ (NC) - Deputy Head of Unit

8. Mr Luca ORIANI VIEYRA (LOV) - Policy Analyst Economic Governance

9. Ms Michaela HAUF (MH) - Team Leader for Georgia

10. Ms Lilian TODTER (LT) - Desk Officer for Georgia

11. Mr Mikkel Lotz FELTER (MF) - Desk Officer for Georgia

12. NEAR C2

13. NEAR C3

EU Delegation:

14. Mr Carl Hartzell (CH) – Head of Delegation

15. Asunción SÁNCHEZ RUIZ (ASR) – Head of Political, Press and Information Section

16. Ms Sigrid BRETTEL (SB) - Head of Cooperation Section
17. Ms Evija KOTAN (EK) – Deputy Head of Political, Press and Information Section

18. Mr Catalin GHERMAN (CG) - Deputy Head of Cooperation Section
19. Mr Dominik PAPENHEIM (DP) – Team Leader, Economic Development and Market Opportunities
20. Mr Alexandre DARRAS (AD) – Team Leader, Connectivity, energy efficiency, environment and climate change
21. Ms Yvonne GOGOLL (YG) – Team Leader, Human Rights, Justice and Home Affairs
22. Ms Colombe de MERCEY (CM) – Team leader, Mobility and People-to-People contacts
EIB
23. Mr Maciej CZURA (MC) - Head of Regional Representation
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